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College Preparation and Helpful Links

*All of the websites listed below are not operated by Community West Credit Union*

The sites listed below are meant to assist you in preparing for college. If you need a student loan, be sure to check out the tuition loan options with Community West Credit Union. 

Good luck with your college planning and preparation! 

1. College Planning by College Planning Network- www.CollegePlan.org 

2. College Answer: The Planning for College Destination- www.CollegeAnswer.com 

3. Fastweb- Finance your College Education- www.fastweb.com 

4. U.S. Department of Education- www.ed.gov/students 

5. National Association for College Admission Counseling- www.nacacnet.org 

6. Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)- www.fafsa.ed.gov 

7. The Smart Student Guide to Financial Aid- www.finaid.org 

8. Off to College: Smart College Planning Guides and Tips www.OffToCollege.com
9. College Board- Great College Search Site- www.collegeboard.com 

10. College Preparation 101: Home of all your College Prep Need- www.collegeprep101.com
11. Mapping Your Future www.mappingyourfuture.org
12. Savings Calculators www.finaid.org/calculators
13. Michigan Financial Aid and Grants http://www.michigan.gov/mde
14. Federal Student Aid on the web studentaid.ed.gov

15. Scholarship Scam Information www.ftc.gov/scholarshipscams
Factors in the College Admissions Decision 

(source: NACAC Admission Trends Survey, 2002)

Considerable Importance: 

· College Prep Courses


76%

· Standardized Admission Tests

57%

· Grades in all Courses


50%

· Class Rank



35%

· Essay or Writing Sample

19%

· Counselor Recommendation

16%

· Teacher Recommendation

14%

· Interview



10%

· Work/Extra Curricular Activities

 7%

Ten Questions to Ask Before Picking a College

1. What different financial aid packages does the school offer? Remember to factor in costs such as transportation home, phone bills, etc.

2. Is the program you’re interested in offered? 

3. How many graduates find jobs in their field of study?

4. How does the school help graduates find jobs?

5. How easy is it to get the courses you want at the times that are convenient for you?

6. How much does housing cost, and is finding off-campus housing difficult?

7. What is the quality of academic resources (library, research facilities, computer labs, etc)? Are they up-to-date and accessible? 

8. What is the retention rate (how many students come back after their freshman year)?

9. What student organizations are on campus?

10. What kinds of career planning or job placement services are available? 

